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Appearance: Darius is a frightening indi-
vidual. A bony figure swathed in a black,
all-encompassing robe and carrying a
black-hafted spear, he is reminiscent of
medieval perceptions of the physical
embodiment of death. This image is fur-
ther emphasized if his hood falls away
from his face, for Darius is bald, with a
mass of scar tissue for a face and no eyes.

Darius is content to cultivate his sinister
image; he is a hoplite and an expert with
Perdo magic, dedicated to the discovery
and execution of traitors within the
Order. However, it was not always thus;
Uwe, the boy who would eventually
become Darius, was born into a merchant
family living in Bavaria. He enjoyed a
comfortable life in a moderately prosper-
ous household. However, shortly after
Uwe reached puberty strange things
began to happen. His books would fall
apart, furniture he sat on would break,
and the family cat died in his arms. His
family became aware that there was
something unsettling about the boy and
were only too happy to see him taken
away as an apprentice by the mysterious
scholar who visited them soon after.

Thus Uwe became the apprentice of the
hoplite Xerxes, who indoctrinated his fil-
ius to become a hunter of evils within the
Order of Hermes. A lab accident early
during apprenticeship burned away UweÕs
eyes and the flesh on his head, but
Xerxes restored UweÕs sight, although he
refused to do anything about his filiusÕ
appearance. Fifteen years later Uwe
became a magus of the Order of Hermes
named Darius and joined the ranks of the
hoplites, its guardians. He has continued

to maintain contact with his (aging)
pater, but they only see each other on
rare occasions when they can share infor-
mation; Xerxes is now too frail to take
part in combat.

Darius travelled to the covenant to estab-
lish a base from which he could seek out
and destroy its enemies. He pursued this
vocation with an enthusiasm that
impressed his colleagues, and when the
previous leader of the covenant recently
passed into Final Twilight he accepted
the position of head, seeing in this an
opportunity to instill his values into the
new, younger members swelling its ranks.
Darius has been too busy to train an
apprentice, but now he feels the need to
pass on his legacy soon, as he suspects
that he may have encountered his bane;
he recently fought a powerful Renounced
magus and his followers and was nearly
killed, only ÒescapingÓ when a magical
maelstrom sent him physically into
Twilight. The traitor is still at large;
Darius intends to kill him in the next
confrontation and is even prepared to
sacrifice himself to achieve this aim.
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