
�

Contents

Art & Academe

I. Introduction 6
Intellectual Background ................. 7

Neoplatonism......................................7
Charlemagne’s.Educational.Reforms.....8
The.Age.of.Translation.......................8
Wandering.Scholars............................9
The.Scholastic.Method.......................9
The.New.Aristotle...............................9
The.Hermetic.Intellectual.Landscape....11
Hermetic.Magic.and..
Philosophical.Breakthroughs.............11

II. Artes Liberales 12
grammar ......................................... 12
rhetorIc ......................................... 13

Preaching...........................................13
logIc .............................................. 14
arIthmetIc ...................................... 14
musIc ............................................. 15
geometry ........................................ 16
astronomy ..................................... 16
WrItIng systems .............................. 19

III. Philosophiae 20
metaphysIcs .................................... 22

Forms,.Matter,.and.Substance...........22
Cosmology........................................23
Causality.and.Change.......................24

Change in Substance:  
Generation and Destruction ...............24
Consequences of  
Generation and Destruction ...............24
Change in Quality: Alteration ..........24
Consequences of Alteration .................25
Change in Quantity:  
Growth and Diminution ....................25
Consequences of  
Growth and Diminution ....................25
Change in Place: Motion ...................25
Consequences of Motion ....................26

natural phIlosophy ........................ 27
Geography........................................27
Meteorology......................................28
Living.Things....................................29

Plants ...............................................29
Living Creatures of the Waters ...........30
Living Creatures of the Air .................30
Living Creatures of the Earth .............30
Worms ..............................................30

The.Human.Mind.............................31
Cognition ..........................................32
Estimation .........................................32
Memory ............................................32

The.Hermetic.Art.of.Mentem...........32
Creo Mentem Spells ...........................32
Intellego Mentem Spells ......................33
Muto Mentem Spells ..........................33
Perdo Mentem Spells..........................33
Rego Mentem Spells ..........................34

moral phIlosophy .......................... 34
Ethics.................................................34

Conscience ........................................35

IV. Medicine �6
the natural Faculty ...................... 36

The.Four.Humors..............................37
Blood ................................................38
Choler ...............................................38
Melancholy ......................................38
Phlegm..............................................38

The.Organs.and.the.Concoctions.....39
the VItal Faculty ........................... 39
the sensItIVe Faculty ...................... 39
complexIon ..................................... 40

Complexion and Personality ..............40
states oF Ill-health ........................ 41

The.Non-Naturals.............................41
Air and Climate ................................41
Diet ..................................................41
Exercise and Rest ..............................41
Sleep and Wakefulness .......................42
Retention and Evacuation of Waste ...42
Emotional States................................43
Sensory Species .................................43

The.Contra-Naturals.........................43
Injury.................................................43

Crushing Damage .............................43
Piercing Damage ...............................44
Slashing Damage ..............................44

Burns and Scalds ..............................44
Malformations...................................44
Disease..............................................45

Describing a Disease .........................45
Contracting a Disease .......................46
Disease Progression and Recovery .....46
Crises ................................................47
Calculating the Severity of a Disease ...47
Some Common Diseases .....................47
Other Diseases ..................................51

the physIcIans ................................ 51
The.Medicus.....................................52
The.Chirurgeon................................53
Physicians.in.Holy.Orders................53
The.Apothecary................................54
The.Empiricus...................................54
The.Herbwife....................................55
New.Virtues.......................................55

Herbalism .........................................55
Physician of Salerno .........................55
Magister in Medicina ........................56

New.Flaw...........................................56
Surgical Empiricus ............................56

the practIce oF medIcIne ................ 56
Treatment.of.Disease.........................57

Diagnosis and Prognosis ...................57
Therapy ...........................................58

Prevention.of.Disease........................58
the practIce oF chIrurgy ............... 59

Phlebotomy.and.Cautery..................60
Surgery..............................................61
Treatment.of.Wounds........................61

First Aid ...........................................61
Palliative Care ..................................62
Surgical Intervention .........................62

Midwifery..........................................62
the practIce oF the apothecary ..... 63

Medicinals ........................................64
Poisons .............................................64
The Apothecary’s Store ......................65

V. Experimental Philosophy 67
Natural.Principles..............................68

Prime Qualities .................................68
Contagion .........................................68



�

Art & Academe

Affinity .............................................68
Similarity .........................................68
Hidden Virtues ..................................68
Astrology .........................................68

lIgatures ........................................ 68
Formulae ........................................ 69

Researching.Formulae.......................70
Concocting.a.Formula.......................70

The Lab Total ...................................70
Laboratory Texts ..............................71

Astrological.Inceptions.....................72
Example Inceptions ............................73

Alchemical.Reagents.........................74
Example Reagents .............................75

Pharmaceutical.Theriacs...................77
Example Theriacs ..............................77

VI. Institutional Education 79
parIsh schools ............................... 79
cathedral schools ......................... 81
monastIc schools .......................... 84
the rules oF sIlence and readIng ... 86
urBan schools ............................... 86
prIVate Instructors ......................... 87
muslIm schools .............................. 87
JeWIsh schools ............................... 88
acquIrIng a teachIng posItIon ....... 89

VII. Universities 90

New.Virtues.and.Flaws......................90
New Virtues ......................................90
New Flaws .......................................92

the unIVersIty ................................ 92
Student-Run.University....................92
University.of.Masters........................93
University.Structure..........................93

Faculties ...........................................93
Nations ............................................94
Hospices ...........................................94

Outside.Relationships.......................95
The Church ......................................95
The King ..........................................95
The Order of Hermes .........................95

student lIFe ................................... 96
Town.vs..Gown.................................98
Examinations.....................................98

Passing Examinations .....................100
Careers............................................100

the lIFe oF a master ..................... 101
Heresy.............................................101
Lecture.Commentaries....................102

academIc reputatIons ................... 103
dIsputatIo ..................................... 103

Basic.Disputatio...............................104
Advanced.Disputatio.......................104

specIFIc unIVersItIes ...................... 105
Paris.................................................105

A Parisian Saga .............................107
Bologna...........................................108

A Bolognese Saga............................108
Montpellier.....................................109

A Montpellier Saga .........................109
Oxford.............................................111

An Oxford Saga ............................111
Cambridge.......................................111
Salerno............................................112
Arezzo,.Reggio,.and.Vicenza..........112
Palencia.and.Salamanca...................112
Upcoming.Universities...................113

VIII. Artists 11�
productIon artIsts ....................... 114

Cathedrals.......................................114
Metal.Works....................................116
Painting...........................................117
Vernacular.Literature.......................117

perFormance artIsts ...................... 118
Jugglers.and.Acrobats......................119
Animal.Trainers...............................119
Miracle.Plays...................................121
Musicians.........................................121
Minstrels..........................................123

creatIng art ................................. 123
The.Piece.of.Artwork......................123
Time.Spent.Creating.......................124
Producers.vs..Performers.................125
Pieces.of.Art.as..
Advancement.Sources.....................126

artIst reputatIon .......................... 126
Benefits.of.Reputation.....................126
Legendary.Artists............................129

sponsors: patrons  
and BeneFactors............................ 130
art and magIc .............................. 132

Hermetic Spells ................................132
The.Maestro:..
A.Mythic.Companion.....................133

New Virtues ....................................133
Instilling.Magic.Effects.in.Artwork.134

Appendix A:  
Who’s Who in Philosopy 1�6

Appendix B:  
Glossary 1�0

Appendix C:  
Bibliography 1�1

Diagrams & Maps
the platonIc solIds ..................... 16
the celestIal spheres ................... 18
the human mInd ......................... 31
the human Body ......................... 37
the concoctIons ........................ 38
mythIc europe schools 
& unIVersItIes map ....................... 80

Ars Magica players.participate.in.a.thriving.fan.community.by.subscribing.to.email.discussion.lists.(like.the.Berke-
ley.list),.compiling.archives.of.game.material.(such.as.Project.Redcap),.maintaining.fan-created.web.sites,.and.running.
demos. through.Atlas.Games’.Special.Ops.program..To. learn.more,.visit.www.atlas-games.com/ArM5..You.can.also.
participate.in.discussions.of.Ars Magica.at.the.official.Atlas.Games.forums.located.at.www.atlas-games.com/forum.

Copyright.2008.Trident,.Inc..d/b/a.Atlas.Games..All.rights.reserved..Ars Magica,.Mythic.Europe,.Art.&.Academe,.
and.Charting.New.Realms.of.Imagination.are.trademarks.of.Trident,.Inc..Order.of.Hermes,.Termere,.and.Doissetep.are.
trademarks.of.White.Wolf,.Inc..and.are.used.with.permission.



�

Art & Academe

Sidebars
I. Introduction
story seed: the spoIls oF gerBert .... 8
hermetIc socIetas: the lyceum ....... 10
story seed: the academIc’s demand ... 10
hermetIc socIetas: the collegIum ... 10
story seed: a lIVIng lIBrary ............ 10

II. Artes Liberales
neW VIrtues.................................... 12
story seed: the sons oF the peters ... 13
story seed: an authorItatIVe VoIce ... 14
story seed: the golden sectIon .... 14
leonardo FIBonaccI oF pIsa ............. 15
musIca mundana ............................ 16
story seed: FlyIng to the moon ..... 17

III. Philosophiae
Fact Vs. theory .............................. 20
the lyceum on suBstance  
and categorIes ............................... 22
the collegIum  
and platonIc metaphysIcs................ 23
story seed: FIre From heaVen .......... 23
causalIty and spell desIgn ............. 24
story seed: a sIzaBle matter .......... 25
story seed: up and aWay ................ 26
encyclopedIas ................................. 26
Journeys Into the unknoWn ........... 27
the collegIum on meteorology .... 28
the collegIum on lIVIng thIngs .... 28
story seed: a cure By proxy ........... 29
story seed: the unremarkaBle tree ... 29
generatIng Worms  
(WIth neW rego anImal guIdelIne) .... 30
creo mentem guIdelInes ................. 32
Intellego mentem guIdelInes .......... 33
muto mentem guIdelInes ............... 33
perdo mentem guIdelInes ............... 33
rego mentem guIdelInes ................. 34
magIc aFFectIng conscIence  
(WIth creo mentem guIdelInes) ...... 35

IV. Medicine
BaBIes oF hermes ............................. 36
the realIty oF the humors ............. 36
story seed: the true homunculus ... 37
story seed: a BItter harVest .......... 37
correspondences oF the humors .... 38
the VItal Faculty  
and hermetIc lImIts ........................ 39
story seed: Breath oF lIFe............... 39
complexIonal magIc ....................... 40
physIcal qualItIes oF  
the Four complexIons .................... 40

personalIty traIts For  
the Four complexIons .................... 40
qualItIes oF common Foods ........... 41
Forms oF exercIse ............................ 41
eFFects oF the non-naturals .......... 42
optIonal rule: lastIng  
consequences oF serIous damage ...... 43
FlaWs representIng malFormatIons .... 44
symptoms ........................................ 44
demons oF dIsease .......................... 45
dIsease taBle .................................. 46
make your oWn plague ................. 46
story seed: a BItter dIsease ........... 47
story seed: magIcal contagIon ...... 47
story seed: hermetIc leprosy ......... 49
settIng up BusIness ........................ 50
gIlles de corBeIl ............................ 51
Female and  
non-chrIstIan physIcIans ................ 52
Formally traIned  
physIcIan characters ...................... 52
purIFyIng touch and ImmunIty ........ 53
specIaltIes For medIcIne ................... 54
proFessIon apothecary .................... 54
recoVery modIFIers ......................... 54
empIrIcus characters ...................... 55
seasonal actIVItIes.......................... 56
epIdemIology and  
the prognosIs total ....................... 56
magIcal assIstance  
to dIsease recoVery rolls .............. 56
medIcal magIc  
(WIth spell guIdelInes) ................... 57
regImens and coVenants ................. 58
specIaltIes For chIrurgy .................. 59
chIrurgIcal magIc  
(WIth spell guIdelInes) ................... 60
nurses ............................................ 62
commonly used IngredIents ........... 63
pharmacy ........................................ 64
pharmacy magIc .............................. 66

V. Experimental Philosophy
the lyceum and experImentatIon ..... 67
experImental phIlosophy  
or natural magIc? ......................... 67
lIgature Bonus taBle ...................... 69
example lIgatures ........................... 69
replIcatIng Formulae  
WIth hermetIc magIc ...................... 70
conVertIng characters .................. 71
the laBoratorIes oF phIlosophers .... 71
extended example oF  
a phIlosopher at Work ................... 71
When’s my BIrthday? ....................... 72
InceptIon guIdelInes ....................... 72
guIdance on usIng  
astrologIcal InceptIons ................. 74

reagent guIdelInes ......................... 75
alchemIcal purIFIcatIon’s  
shape & materIal Bonuses................ 76
Volume conVersIon guIde .............. 76
therIac guIdelInes .......................... 77

VI. Institutional Education
the lImIts oF educatIon ................. 79
Female scholars ............................. 81
holy orders ................................... 81
story seed:  
the unBearaBle proFessor ............... 84 
st domInIc and st FrancIs .............. 84
Brother JulIan ................................ 85
story seed:  
an unlIkely connectIon ................. 86
story seed: a plague oF dogs ........ 86
translatIons ................................... 87
WarrIng FaIths ............................... 88

VII. Universities
Faculty tItles................................. 93
story seed: the undelIVered deal ..... 95
False scholars ................................ 96
academIc learnIng  
and experIence poInts ..................... 96
story seed:  
on the nature oF magIc ................ 97
gIlpatrIck ....................................... 98
story seed:  
the end oF the oral oath? ......... 100
schoolmen’s dIsputatIones  
and house tytalus’ deBates .......... 104
the nature oF students ............... 108

VIII. Artists
story seed: a noBle rIValry .......... 116
story seed:  
the dead emperor’s ghost ........... 116
story seed: three naIls or Four ..... 116
story seed: seekIng the archpoet .... 118
story seed: BeWare the gleemen ... 119
styles oF musIc ............................ 121
story seed: a terrIBle dIn ............ 121
musIcal Instruments ..................... 122
Brogo the dWarF .......................... 122
artIst experImentatIon results ...... 124
art as an arcane connectIon ....... 125
example story seed:  
the soul oF FlaVIus ...................... 127
muses ........................................... 129
story seed:  
an Interested InVestor ................. 130
example creatIon  
oF magIcal artWork ..................... 134


